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Upcoming Events 
August 

22   Aylen Building Open to Public 

23   Student Prep Day 

        7th Grade – 7:30 –10:00 am 
        8th Grade – 10:00 – 12:00 pm 
        9th Grade – 12:00 – 2:00 pm 
 
23   Athletic Clearance – 7:30 – 2:00     
 
28   Athletic Clearance – 3:00–5:00 
 
September  

2     Labor Day – No School 

3     Athletic Clearance – 1:00– 3:00 

3     First Day of Football &                 
.      Volleyball Practice 

3     Back to School Open House  
…… 4:30 – 7:00  

4     First Day of School 

4     First Day of X-Country Practice 

10   Picture Make-Up Day 

11   Fair Day – 3 ¼ Hour Early Release 
 

13   7th Grade Summit – All Day 

13   7th Grade Dance – 2:15 pm 

13   7th Grade Summit Family BBQ 
–     4:30 pm – 5:30 pm 

Aylen Junior High School Start Times 
The first day of school this year is Wednesday,                             
September 4, 2019.  The first warning bell rings at                          
7:40 a.m. on Tuesdays – Fridays and at 8:40 a.m. on             
Mondays.  For complete Bell Schedules, visit Aylen’s              
website.  Set those alarm clocks and don’t be late!  

Principal: Kevin Mensonides        Assistant Principal: Teresa Clifton 

From the Principal 
Welcome back!  We are looking forward to an 
exciting school year full of learning and relationship 
building.  

As we open our doors this fall, we pledge to build positive, 
productive relationships with our students and our community to 
promote success for our students.  We will provide an excellent 
well-rounded education for each student in partnership with 
parents and guardians. 

In this Falcon Flyer you will find information regarding the start of 
the school year.  The following Falcon Flyers will be e-mailed 
throughout the year and links will be posted on our website.  
Featured articles include information about Aylen activities and 
events, accomplishments, and academic focuses in support of the 
district’s strategic directions.  We will highlight Aylen students, 
staff, parents and community partners.  If you would like to receive 
a printed copy of the Falcon Flyer, as well as, or in lieu of an e-mail 
copy, please contact the front office.  

Again, we want to welcome all students and parents to Aylen Junior 
High School.  We are all very fortunate to have such a well-educated 
and caring staff here at Aylen.  We look forward to a wonderful year 
full of fun and opportunities.  Together we are “Aylen STRONG!” 
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Student Prep Day – Friday, August 23 
7th Grade:   7:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

8th Grade:   10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

9th Grade:   12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

(See additional insert with this mailing for specific times to attend based on your last name) 

All students are invited to attend Student Prep Day on Friday, August 23.  During Student Prep Day 
students will have the opportunity to pick up their schedules, tour the building, get their school picture 
taken, buy Health & Fitness uniforms, and purchase their ASB card and annual.  Students will also check 
out their one-to-one laptop devices.  

In order for students to pick up their schedule on Student Prep Day, they must turn in their completed 
“Enrollment Verification Packet” included in this mailing (Parent Signature required). 

All students are encouraged to purchase an ASB card for $30 on Student Prep Day. Puyallup HS and 
Rogers HS ASB cards are $40.00 (required only if you participate in ninth grade sports at PHS or RHS).  

Annuals will be sold on Student Prep Day for $25.  

All students taking a Health & Fitness class must wear proper attire (black shorts or sweatpants, gray t-
shirts or gray or black sweatshirt).  One option is to purchase Health & Fitness uniforms on Student Prep 
Day.  Items can be purchased using EZSchoolPay.com or with check or cash at Student Prep Day.     

           

 Aylen’s Website & Facebook 
Please check out Aylen’s website frequently for 
updated information, news and upcoming events.  

We encourage you to “Like” Aylen Junior High 
School on Facebook.  We frequently post pictures 
and information on our Facebook                          
page.  We think you will “Like”                            
what you see. 

 
Visit Aylen’s Website at: 

https://ajh.puyallup.k12.wa.us  

Aylen’s Mission Statement 
Aylen Junior High School recognizes that all 

students can learn at high levels and we 
strive to instill growth, cultivate college and 

career readiness and develop each child, 
each day in a welcoming and caring 

environment. 

 

https://ajh.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
https://ajh.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
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Back to School Night         
Open House 

Mark your Calendars!  Parents/guardians and students 
are invited to attend the Aylen Junior High Back to 
School Night Open House on Tuesday, September 3, 
2019.  Arrive anytime between 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.   

Come meet your child’s teachers, visit their classrooms 
and bring any questions you have.  This is a great 
opportunity for students and families to connect with 
their teachers, counselors, administration and other 
school staff.  Stop by and visit the Booster Club booth 
as well. 

The Aylen staff is eager to meet you.  We look forward 
to seeing you on September 3.    

 

ASB Walk-a-Thon 
Aylen’s primary ASB fundraiser is the annual Walk-a-
Thon which will take place on Friday, September 27 
during 5th and 6th Periods.  Students will receive more 
information about this fundraiser and how to 
participate in September.   

We look forward to this event and are thankful for the 
support of our Aylen community.    

College Bound Scholarship Program 
Students who are enrolled in the free/reduced lunch 
program, please contact your school counselor 
regarding the College Bound Scholarship Program.  

7th Grade Summit is Coming! 
On September 13, the staff and students of Aylen 
will be hosting a 7th grade activity called "Seventh 
Grade Summit."  The purpose of this summit is to 
prepare the 7th graders for a successful junior high 
experience. The summit presentations and activities 
are designed to increase a sense of belonging and 
create a positive feeling towards oneself, others, and 
school, as well as to introduce 7th grade students to 
skills that will help them be successful at Aylen Junior 
High. 

Throughout the summit your child will be working 
with ASB officers, students involved in leadership, 
and staff, in various activities designed to help them 
be better students and citizens in a challenging 
world.  Parents are invited to attend sessions, 
chaperone, and get involved. Seventh Grade Summit 
students will be released from regularly scheduled 
classes to participate in summit activities. 

After school on the day of 7th Grade Summit, the 7th 
grade students are invited to attend a dance 
designed especially for them.  There is no cost for the 
dance.   

The final activity for 7th Grade Summit is a Family 
Barbecue.  Students and their families are invited to 
Aylen Junior High to eat with staff members and 
Summit family leaders.  The barbecue begins at 4:30 
p.m. and donations are accepted to help cover the 
cost of the food.  We look forward to                            
seeing you on Friday afternoon. 

Special thanks to Mr. Brett Bielec                                       
for his work organizing this                                          
great event. 
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Aylen Junior High School Welcomes  
New Assistant Principal 
Hello Aylen families! I am excited to join the Aylen community this year as 

assistant principal. Thank you for the warm welcomes I have received already. I 
look forward to meeting each of you at upcoming school events. In the days I spent 
at Aylen near the end of the school year, I was blessed to experience the Falcon 
spirit as seen in long-standing traditions, excellent staff, and energetic students.  

I am a WSU grad (GO COUGS), a former science teacher in the district, 
married to my college sweetheart for 27 years, and a mother to WSU Coug son and 
a PHS Viking daughter. I enjoy time with our large extended family, golfing with my 
husband, baking with my daughter, and watching movies with my son. I believe 
that all students can learn at high levels when we provide an engaging and caring 
environment. I also value treating everyone with respect.  

I appreciate the AYLEN STRONG theme and will be working with our student body to grow those 
character traits in their time at Aylen. I am truly honored to have been selected to serve our Falcon 
students, staff, families, and community.  

With gratitude,  

Teresa Clifton, Assistant Principal 

 

Teresa Clifton 
Assistant Principal 

Schoology Help 
Teachers use Schoology as the platform for sharing class assignments, grades and calendar information. 

1. If you don’t remember your password/log-in or need any other Schoology help 
• please call the EdTech helpdesk @ 253-841-8600 to re-set it for you  
• talk with a technician to walk you through any other Schoology challenges 

 

2. If you want to follow some instructions for how to set up and use Schoology 
• Go to https://ajh.puyallup.k12.wa.us 
• click on About Us 
• click on Parent Schoology Information 

 

https://ajh.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
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Athletic Clearance Forms Available for Online Submission 
The Puyallup School District has moved to an online system for the forms required to participate in 
JUNIOR HIGH school athletics. This system is also used for 9-12 high school athletes. 

Electronic forms online are digitally signed by the parent and student, will be recorded as complete in 
the system database, and checked by the school Athletic Director when clearing athletes. There will be 
no need to bring these forms to the school for clearance. There is no log-in or account to remember. 
Parents will need to know the Student ID to complete the forms. The digitally signed forms are good for 
the 2019-20 school year and the 2020 summer activities. Ninth grade students should select the high 
school they are participating at, not their resident junior high school.  

In order for 7th & 8th graders to be eligible to compete at one of the PSD junior high schools, the 
following requirements must be met; 

A. Complete the digital forms found at https://puyallupschools.rankonesport.com 
a. Cautions, Considerations and Responsibilities 
b. Steroids Flyer 
c. Athletic Eligibility Form 
d. Concussion / Sudden Cardiac Arrest Information Sheet 
e. Parent Permission 

B. Submit a current physical examination form to the junior high school Athletic Director. Most 
physicals are good for two years. The physical must be valid for the entire sport season.  

C. Submit a current baseline concussion testing form through ATI/Apple Physical Therapy if 
participating in football, soccer, wrestling or basketball. Information can be found on the PSD 
website under Programs / Activities & Athletics.  

D. Pay the Athletic Fee ($40 per season) and purchase a junior high school ASB Card ($30). These 
fees can be paid in person with the school bookkeeper prior to athletic clearance, or by using the 
EZ School Pay system at www.ezschoolpay.com (a convenience fee is charged). In either 
payment situation, bring your receipts with you to the Athletic Director during clearance.  

E. Meet the minimum academic requirements during the previous semester. Student must have 
passed a minimum 5 of their 6 classes and have a GPA of 2.0 or higher. Students not meeting 
these requirements will start the season on academic probation.  

 

https://puyallupschools.rankonesport.com/
http://www.ezschoolpay.com/
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Sports Offered at Aylen Junior High by Season 

The following sports are offered to 7th and 8th grade athletes at Aylen Junior High (9th graders participate 
in sports at their respective high schools and should contact the high school athletic directors for info.) 

o Fall: Football, Girls Cross Country, Girls Volleyball 
o Winter I: Wrestling, Girls Basketball 
o Winter II: Boys Basketball, Girls Soccer 
o Spring: Boys & Girls Track & Field 

 

Fall Sports Clearance Dates at Aylen: 
August 23 – 7:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
August 28 – 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.  
September 3 – 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.  

 
First Practice for Junior High Fall Sports:  
Football – Tuesday, September 3  
Cross Country & Volleyball – Wednesday, September 4 
 

Contact Information 
Athletic Director: Mike Giustino 

Email: Giustimj@puyallup.k12.wa.us  
 

 

Get Involved at Aylen 

Encourage your child to get involved in one or more extra-curricular activities at Aylen.                         
Aylen offers many clubs, sports, community service opportunities, fundraisers and activities.            
Various educational research studies have shown positive correlations between student involvement in 
extracurricular activities and academic success.  So many things to choose from: ASB, Sports, Clubs, 
Music Programs, Dances, Assemblies, School Plays, Talent Show, Art Shows, Honoring Cultures, Falcon 
Activity Nights, Geography Bee, Fundraisers, Community Service Projects and more.   Get involved!  

 

Volleyball Try-Outs 
We are excited about kicking off the 2019 
volleyball season! If you are interested in 
playing AJH Volleyball, plan on attending a 
pre-season meeting with your parent/ 
guardian from 3:00-3:30 p.m. in the gym on 
Tuesday, September 3. We will be discussing 
schedules and team expectations as well as 
answering questions. 

There will be no practice that day. Come 
ready to practice on Wednesday, September 
4 right after school. Practice will go from 
2:30-4:15. An activity bus will be available to 
take athletes home at 4:25 p.m.  I look 
forward to meeting you and your parents. 

Coach Lawrence 

 

mailto:Giustimj@puyallup.k12.wa.us
mailto:Giustimj@puyallup.k12.wa.us
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Sexuality & HIV/AIDS 
Curriculum Preview for Parents 

Parents or guardians of students in grades four 
through six and of junior high students in grades 
seven through nine are invited to preview the school 
district’s approved sexual health and HIV/AIDS 
curriculum. 

The preview for all grades four through nine will be 
held on Wednesday, September 25, 2019 in the 
Puyallup High Commons. The preview will start with 
a general meeting at 6:30 pm and continue with 
individual grade-level sessions. Parents wishing to 
exclude their child from the state-required HIV/AIDS 
curriculum (grades 5–9) must preview this 
curriculum and sign an exclusion form. 

Questions or concerns may be addressed by 
attending this parent information meeting, 
contacting the child’s teacher, or contacting Jim 
Meyerhoff, Director of Athletics, Health and Fitness, 
at (253) 841-8785.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Security Measures at Aylen 

Access to Main Office 
                         
As a reminder, Aylen Junior High School has a 
special security feature installed.  When visitors 
come to the main office at Aylen, they must press 
the button at the front entrance (see picture 
below).  This button will send a video image of 
those requesting entry to our office staff who can 
then unlock the door for entry.  Please be prepared 
to identify yourself and show Identification upon 
entry to Aylen.     
 
Aylen has also had several                              
additional security cameras                              
installed throughout the building                                 
to enhance safety and security.  
 
The safety and security of our                         
students, staff and community is                                
of the upmost importance.                                   
Thank you for your patience and                       
understanding of this safety                             
protocol.   
 

7th, 8th, 9th Graders Each Getting a Laptop 

All seventh, eighth and ninth graders in the 
Puyallup School District will receive their own 
laptop computer to use for school.  These one-to-
one devices will be checked out to Aylen students 
during Student Prep Day on August 23. 

Students must turn in their                                    
signed P3 form prior to receiving                                   
a computer (enclosed in packet).   

Important Reminder to Parents/Guardians 

State law requires that we get written permission 
from a parent/guardian to release a student to 
anyone, even if the person is listed as an emergency 
contact for the student.  

Please be aware that if we don’t have your written 
permission to release your child during the school 
day, we cannot allow them to sign out.  

Thank you for your cooperation.  
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Food Service Information 
The Yearly Family Application for Free and Reduced-Price Meals is included in this mailing.  Please bring your 
completed form to Student Prep Day or return it to Aylen’s main office or kitchen staff.  
 

Student Full Price Menu 

Breakfast $2.55 

Lunch $3.75  

Extra Carton of Milk: 65 cents 

For those who qualify, reduced-price lunches are 40 cents each for all grade levels, and breakfasts are free. 
 

For on-line payments: 
Quick and Easy pay for school lunch meals online!  
Reduce the hassle and concern for your students by using EZSchoolPay.com online payment service. 
Faster payments into student meal accounts 
Track your students account 
Set up low balance reminders 
Set up recurring payments 

  
Students (and parents) may access and use their meal accounts from any school district location. Online payments 
normally post to students accounts within 7 minutes! Students attending classes in different schools within 
Puyallup School District can access their meal funds in multiple locations within the same day. For example, a 
student may access their meal account funds for breakfast at Ballou Junior High (during Orchestra) and then access 
it again for lunch meal service, at Fruitland Elementary School, later in the day. 
 

For Free/Reduced price meal applications: 
Do you want to find out if you qualify for free or                                                                                                                  
reduced meals? 
Apply for the meal program on-line at EZMealApp.com  
Get your approval before school starts 
Faster response time 
Clear and simple application process 
Printable confirmation letter so you can easily apply to                                                                                                      
school programs that require this information 
No lines 
Multiple languages available on EZMealApp.com 

EZMealAPP.com online service provides families quicker access, 
clearer instruction, and reduces processing time for those 
needing to obtain free/reduced price meal benefits.  The online 
EZMealApp.com application is available in multiple languages and 
can be accessed at any time of the day or night.  The online 
application process walks parents through a quick, step by step 
application process, prompting them for the necessary 
information.  All personal information is encrypted and secured 
via PCl compliant software.  The application process also provides 
parents/guardians with an option to set up a free email address 
(if one is not currently set-up), in order to facilitate a faster 
notification back to parents/guardians once their application has 
been processed. 
 

https://www.ezschoolpay.com/Login.aspx
https://ezmealapp.com/ApplicationScreen.aspx?
https://ezmealapp.com/ApplicationScreen.aspx?
https://ezmealapp.com/ApplicationScreen.aspx?
https://ezmealapp.com/ApplicationScreen.aspx?
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Student Drop Off & Pick Up 
Please keep these guidelines in mind when dropping off or picking up your child from school. 

• Please drive slowly and carefully. 
• Please pull to the curb in the Student Drop Off Area when dropping off or picking up 

your student. 
• Do not drop off students in the middle of the driveway or in the middle of the parking 

area. 
• Please only pick up and drop off students in the front of the school, along the 15th 

Street SW entrance, not in the rear of the building as that is not a designated drop off 
zone. 

• Out of respect for our neighbors please DO NOT pick up or drop off to the east of 
the campus on 3rd Avenue NW.  This is not a legal drop off/pick up zone.   

• Traffic delays are considered “unexcused tardies”.  Be on campus by 7:40 a.m.  
 

Aylen STRONG 
Aylen promotes the qualities of what it means to be "Aylen Strong" with our students: 

S - Scholastic                                             Service-Oriented 
(Academic achievement & learning focused)       (Selfless service to others & helpful) 
 

T - Timely                                                    Together 
(Work completed on time, every day, superb attendance)  (Cooperative, collaborative & team players) 
 

R - Respectful                                             Responsible 
(Shows respect to others, good manners & great attitude)  (Trustworthy, dependable & reliable) 
 

O - Organized                                              Outgoing  
(Structured, prepared & well-maintained planner/binder)  (Involved in school & community activities & events) 
 

N - No Excuses                                           No Regrets 
(Removing excuses as a barrier to success)                            (Hard worker, put forth best effort all the time, every time) 
 

G - Gritty                                                      Goal-Oriented   
(Perseverance through difficulties & challenges)                   (Written academic & career goals & action plans) 
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 Aylen Junior High Anti-Harassment Policy 
 

Harassment Policy  
The Puyallup School District has an anti-discrimination policy (policy 6590) and a policy covering harassment, 
intimidation, and bullying (policy 3207).  The policies were revised and adopted by our Board of Directors in March 
12, 2012 (Policy 6590) and September 2015 (Policy 3207) and June 2016 (Policy 3210) as a means of providing the 
safest and most optimum learning environments for all students.  Copies of these policies are available on the 
District website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us or by calling the Office of Equity and Achievement at (253) 840-8966. 

Suggestion/Complaint/Help Drop Box 
Each school in our district has a suggestion/complaint/help box on site.  Our suggestion/complaint/help box is 
located in the Aylen Library.  This box is one method whereby students, staff, and families can raise issues of 
concern related to harassment and discrimination. 

Site Level Officer of Diversity Affairs (SODA) Representative 
Any complaint of harassment or discrimination will be immediately addressed by the administrator on site assigned 
to complaints of harassment and discrimination.  This person is our Site Level Office of Diversity Affairs (SODA) 
representative, Assistant Principal Teresa Clifton.  She will also be available to answer questions that you might 
have.  Mrs. Clifton also receives additional training on ways to prevent and counter school-based harassment & 
discrimination. 

Site Level Equity Resolution Council (SLERC) 
I would also like to invite you to participate on our diversity committee.  This group meets monthly to discuss 
matters of diversity and creating welcome environments for all.  Membership on this committee is open to 
students, staff and families.  Meetings will be after school.  Please call (253) 841-8723 for specific times and dates. 
Please join us as we strive to make your experience at Aylen JH the very best that it can be. 

Additional Information 
Please feel free to contact Assistant Principal Teresa Clifton or Principal Kevin Mensonides if you have additional 
questions about the Puyallup School District’s commitment to valuing diversity.  You may also contact the Office of 
Equity and Achievement at (253) 840-8966 or denmanage@puyallup.k12.wa.us or visit the Puyallup School District’s 
website and select “Departments” and click on “Equity and Achievement.”   

Aylen Specific Information 
As we prepare students to be ready for high school, college, and their career, we believe in teaching and modeling 
Aylen STRONG characteristics. We teach these behaviors and character-traits at expectation assemblies held within 
the first two weeks of school and model them throughout the year. During classroom presentations by the principal 
and assistant principal, we also define the harassment, intimidation and bullying policies as well as discuss 
consequences for violations. In addition, students will receive this information through classroom instruction during 
Falcon Flight Time the first month of school.  Every student at Aylen has a copy of the PSD Student Rights and 
Responsibilities on the desktop of their 1:1 electronic device. Throughout the school year, Aylen holds assemblies, 
provides classroom instruction, and other activities to create a positive learning environment for every student.  

 

 

 

http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
mailto:denmanage@puyallup.k12.wa.us
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